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North Toronto Stamp Club 

Royal Chapter #5    Member of GTAPA 
Yorkminster Park Baptist Church 

1585 Yonge Street, Toronto 
 

Due to the public health concerns, we have suspended all in-
person club meetings and bourses until further notice, but the 

Club is ACTIVE and ALIVE during Covid-19!!! 
 

Register on our Facebook page: full of information and a great 
way to chat with your fellow collectors 

facebook.com/groups/NorthTorontoStampClub 
JOIN OUR VIRTUAL MEETINGS ON 

 

September 9, 2021: (Zoom Virtual Meeting): Members’ Show and 
Tell – Part 2.  A free-form participation moderated by our 
Program Co-Chair, Mattia Guida. 

 

October 14, 2021: (Zoom Virtual Meeting): Simon Claughton - 
Some Bolivian Covers - Postal History from 1885 to 1948. 

 
November 11, 2021: (Zoom Virtual Meeting): Jean Wang - 
Hospital for Sick Children Christmas Campaigns. 

 
December 9, 2021: (Zoom Virtual Meeting): Michel Houde - 
Useful Research Websites 

 
January 13, 2022: (Zoom Virtual Meeting): Gregg Redner -  
The Philately of the 1920 Antwerp Olympics 

 

To receive a link to join the meeting and the bimonthly 
newsletter, email Klaus Hintz, 

NTSC.Membership@gmail.com 
 

Did you miss a presentation? Previous NTSC Zoom 
meetings are available for viewing on the Club’s 

YouTube channel NTSC Presents 
 

For all details on our future programs visit our 
Website: www.northtorontostampclub.ca  
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THE GREATER TORONTO AREA 

PHILATELIC ALLIANCE MEMBER CLUBS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

OFFICERS 

President Jerry Piotrowski 

Vice President Tom Malicki 

Secretary Tony Manson 

Treasurer Paul Delongchamp 

Past President Larry Friend 

DIRECTORS 
See the Club Directories for Directors’ names (in blue) and contact info. 

 

MEETINGS: In-person meetings are suspended due to Covid-19 
[Directors meet monthly on the fourth Wednesday at the Vincent Graves 

Greene Philatelic Research Foundation on 10 Summerhill Avenue, Toronto, 
M4T 1A8.   (Except December).] 

Visitors Welcome 

ALL CURRENT MEETINGS ARE VIRTUAL VIA ZOOM 
 

The PhilaJournal (ISSN 1718-2387) is published quarterly by GTAPA and is distributed free of 
charge in PDF format only to ALL STAMP COLLECTORS in our MEMBER CLUBS and is 
made available to everyone interested in Philately - Globally. © Copyright 2021 

GTAPA PhilaJournals - Google Drive: https://bit.ly/2LWtIYJ for current & back issues. 

-  Opinions and views expressed in the PhilaJournals are those of the writers only and are not necessarily 
endorsed by the GTAPA and its Officers, Directors or Member Clubs. 

-  Some names and images may be trademarks or registered trademarks and are used only for identification 
and explanation, without intent to infringe or break any copyright laws. Every effort is taken to ensure 
accuracy, but the PhilaJournal cannot be responsible for the correctness of any information printed herein. 

-  Any portion of this publication may be reproduced without prior consent, provided credit is given. 

1. Ajax-Pickering Stamp Club  

2. Bramalea Stamp Club 

3. Fenelon Falls Stamp Club 

4. Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club 

5. Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society 

6. Kawartha Stamp Club 

7. Markham Stamp Club 

8. Mississauga Stamp Club (Old Credit Valley SC) 

9. Muskoka Stamp Club 

10. North Toronto Stamp Club 

11. North York Philatelic Society 

12. Oshawa Whitby Brooklin Stamp Groups 

13. Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp Club “Troyak” 

14. Scarborough Stamp Club 

15. Scouts on Stamps Society International (SOSSI) 

16. Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club 

17. Trenton Stamp Club 

18. Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto) 

19. West Toronto Stamp Club 

 
 

ATA Chapter #109. 
 

RPSC Affiliate #4. 
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The Editor’s Contribution 
Tom Malicki 

philajournal@gmail.com 
 

PhilaJournal Fall 2021 issue notes. 
 

Welcome to the “Fall” issue. The online, pdf issues, are taking hold and are 
growing in popularity. 

The GTAPA’s Single-Page Exhibit Competition was held during the April 
28th Zoom Meeting and is featured in the PhilaJournal Special Insert AND 
was mentioned in Canadian Stamp News and their email blast. Thank you! 

This issue features few really good and diverse articles from the regular 
contributors and a new writer, John Brown of the Georgian Bay Coin & 
Stamp Club. Thank you for joining the PhilaJournal Team. Hope you have 
many more interesting topics to share. 

I am still concerned that there is little interest in the PhilaJournal FREE ads. 
It started strong, but many will expire (printed 4 times) soon. These will be 
removed unless respective owners email me and ask for an extension or 
renewal. You should consider refreshing the wording to make them look new 
and do let me know when the item is no longer available. Free ads include 
the ability to advertise your eBay or other personal online auctions. 

GTAPA Directors, please, please, please re-broadcast GTAPA emails you 
receive from Tony to your members; make sure they are received and don’t 
end up in spam folders. These are infrequent and carry GTAPA Community-
wide news or PhilaJournal information. Do not wait to place that information 
in your monthly newsletters. 

The Bitly.com service is being used to create a Google Drive shortcut to the 
PhilaJournals. It reported over 900 people accessed the folder before this issue. 

It tracks the number of times the folder is accessed allowing GTAPA to have 
some stats as to how many people are reading PhilaJournals. It also shows 
where visitors come from (besides Canada and the US we had visitors from 
Japan, Italy & Hong Kong). 

GTAPA PhilaJournals - Google Drive: https://bit.ly/2LWtIYJ 

 

GTAPA September to November 2021 Zoom Meetings 

September: GTAPA SEPT. 22 ZOOM MEETING 

Time: Sep 22, 2021, 19:00 Eastern Time the (US and Canada) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87910001920?pwd=RStyTjNsN0pVcTR5UW
hUeGh5L1FkUT09 

Meeting ID: 879 1000 1920 Passcode: 294132 
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October: GTAPA OCT. 27 ZOOM MEETING 

Time: Oct 27, 2021, 19:00 Eastern Time the (US and Canada) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88047619411?pwd=R3FGakt0dFFWUCsxSm
xJL001R2UyQT09 

Meeting ID: 880 4761 9411 Passcode: 216002 

November: GTAPA NOV. 24 ZOOM MEETING 

Time: Nov 24, 2021 19:00 Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86573744744?pwd=TnlJaG94citoNUM4U1Bt
RFhWaWJxdz09 

Meeting ID: 865 7374 4744 Passcode: 725260 

Same procedures for all meetings: 

Time: 7:00pm or 19:00 Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Mark your calendar and join the Zoom Meeting (max. 100 participants) 

Please allow a couple of minutes to be let into the meeting room. 

Open to ALL Club Members and Visitors. 

Agenda is distributed to Member Clubs before the meeting. 

If you do not have a computer, tablet, smartphone or are not sure about using 
Zoom, you can dial in from your location to participate. 

Canadian Numbers are: (587) 328-1099; (647) 374-4685; (647) 558-0588; 
(778) 907-2071; (204) 272-7920; (438) 809-7799.  Find international number 
at: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kZ1XSoXCq  

ZOOM TIP: If the hotlink (hyperlink) does not work it may have been split 
by Word or email program into more lines; as it happened in this example: 

https://us02web.zoom.usthe /j/82829754802?pwd=Y3JSYkpvK0tUeHVPOV 

VhNTlFOE52Zz09 

This occurs when the page width is too small or the font too big to maintain 
link integrity. A couple of solutions: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82829754802?pwd=Y3JSYkpvK0tUeHVPOVVh
NTlFOE52Zz09 (I deleted 1 space at the end of the first line (removed CR) 
then added a CR after …09) 

 If the link is on 1 line enter a CR at the end (…09) and it should be hot 
again. 

 Open your Zoom program and cut/paste the meeting ID and Passcode. 

 

2021 ADVERTISING RATES 

Available online: Google Drive:    https://bit.ly/2LWtIYJ  

Check the new much lower rates, new advertisers will be most welcomed. 
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Jerry Piotrowski 
GTAPA President 

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 
 

Message from the President. 

 

I hope everyone is still well and staying safe. Although the Ontario 
government has begun to ease restrictions by starting to permit larger 
gatherings, controlled indoor dining and letting some of us get rid of our 
long, unkempt hair or even our ponytails, we must nevertheless stay vigilant. 

Fortunately, it seems that the majority of people have been vaccinated, but 
there are still others who for whatever reason (other than medical) have 
chosen not to do so. 

Meeting venues will soon open up again. The hosts of these facilities whether 
it is local municipal authorities or church groups will likely provide guidelines 
for the use of their facilities. Individual clubs however will need to decide 
before the openings whether additional rules for attending meetings need to 
be set up. 

In the previous president’s Message, I wrote that Zoom meetings were 
keeping many of us connected to our hobby. I have participated in many of 
them. I believe some groups are considering holding both in-person and 
Zoom-type meetings at least for a while once meeting facilities open up. 

 

 

Share this CAPEX NEWS Sign-UP link with your Friends / Partagez 
avec vos amis ce lien d'inscription gratuit aux Nouvelles de CAPEX 

About CAPEX 22 

CAPEX 22 International One Frame Stamp Championship Exhibition 
will be held June 9-12, 2022 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
(MTCC) in the heart of Toronto’s downtown entertainment district 
and with 400+ frames. CAPEX 22 will also be the largest showing of 
one frame exhibits at any exhibition, ever. The exhibition will also have 
a wonderful array of philatelic literature exhibits both in traditional 
print format and with four categories of digital literature including 
philatelic websites. The exhibition’s bourse area will consist of more 
than 80 Canadian and International dealers, providing a full range of 
philatelic material for exhibition attendees. CAPEX 22 will be held 
under the patronage of the Federacion Interamericana de Filatelia 
(FIAF) and the recognition of Federation Internationale de Philatélie 
(FIP). Further information on CAPEX 22 is available at CAPEX 22. 



We can sell your 

Canadian or foreign 

Cover & Stamp collections 

on consignment 

for the nominal fee of 10% 
 

No collection too small 
 

Cash advances available 
(Please enquire before forwarding material) 

 

R. F. (Hank) NARBONNE 

FPHSC, FRPSC, OTB 

Telephone: 613-257-5453 
Toll-free: 1-800-247-5619 

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY 
SINCE 1962 

 
 
 

 

136 Morphy 
Street 

Carleton Place, 
Ontario 
K7C 2B4 
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The last few months have been a whirlwind 
of activity as the CAPEX 22 organizing 
committee has been laying all the necessary 
components for a successful international 
stamp exposition, the first in Canada for 
many years. There has been an astonishing 
amount of work, all by a group of about 20 
volunteers led by David McLaughlin of 

Toronto, and with the support of the Greene Foundation, to set it all up for success. 

Early on the RPSC had to approve such a show; FIAF patronage and FIP recognition 
had to be attained; guarantors recruited; a venue had to be found; an interactive 
website had to be developed; invitations had to be sent out to dealers. Many different 
societies had to be contacted in the invitation for seminars and specialist meetings; a 
registration system had to be developed for show attendees; the General Information 
(IREX) for exhibitors had to be published. Commissioners from other countries had 
to be solicited; Canada Customs clearance for exhibits had to be negotiated; Canada 
Post had to be involved; sponsorship contributions had to be solicited and arranged 
to fund portions of the show, and the list goes on and on as we move ever closer to 
the June 9-12 dates. 

And all this work is coming to fruition. About 85 booths have been purchased by 
dealers; exhibit applications, both for single-frame and literature exhibits are 
continuing to come in (the application deadline is November 30, 2021); 27 countries 
to date have committed to participate, many sending their country’s International 
Commissioners; a regular newsletter, CAPEX News, is now being produced; and we 
have secured very important sponsorship commitments from BNAPS, Maresch & 
Sparks Auctions, Eastern Auctions/Gary Lyon Co., Canadian Stamp News, Stanley 
Gibbons, the American Philatelic Society, and others yet too soon to be announced. 

Canada Post will be promoting CAPEX 22 in its publications and other venues and 
will have a large booth at the show. The first CAPEX 22 souvenir has recently been 
issued - the Bluenose souvenir sheet incorporating the CAPEX 22 logo in the sheet’s 
margins - and more such souvenirs will follow. 

Without such support and commitment from the wide spectrum of the philatelic 
community, large stamp shows like CAPEX 22 would not be possible. Imagine just 
the costs of holding the Exposition at the MTCC in downtown Toronto! 

Volunteers for a host of other functions at the show itself will soon be solicited. 
We hope that a significant number of the members within the GTAPA will 
choose, not only to attend but also to volunteer a bit of their time for a variety 
of necessary floor functions during the show. Members may volunteer 
through the “Contact” button on the website home page, 
https://capex22.org/, and may also stay informed through subscribing to 
CAPEX 22 News, through the website’s “Subscribe” button. 

*Join us June 9-12, 2022*  *Plan to exhibit at CAPEX 22* 

*Plan to Volunteer at CAPEX 22* 

Be part of the first International One-Frame Stamp Championship Exhibition 

(by David Piercey, CAPEX 22 Communications) 
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Jerry Piotrowski 
Bramalea Stamp Club 

jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 
 

Polish Refugee Mail 
 

Mail although uncommon exists both to and from the camps and can be 
identified by notations of both the recipient and sender. Examples of such 
mail are shown in this article. 

On September 17, 1939, 16 days after the invasion of Poland by Germany 
and the start of World War II, eastern Poland was invaded by the Soviet 
Union. Five months later, February 10, 1940, saw the first of several mass 
deportations of Polish citizens living in the eastern townships to Siberia and 
other parts of Russia. 
Entire families were given an hour or two to assemble clothing, bedding and 
food before being carted off to local railway stations where they were loaded 
into cattle cars to begin a long journey to their places of exile. My father, aunt 
and grandfather along with other family members and many others from the 
village were in that group. That first deportation numbered about 218,000 
men, women and children. 

After Germany invaded Russia on June 2, 1941, the Polish Government in 
Exile in London signed a treaty with Russia in July. This Sikorski-Majski 
Agreement which amongst other things granted “amnesty” to the Polish 
citizens who had been deported to various parts of Russia… 

KUT post card air mail from Polish Settlement, Masindi Uganda to Radom, 
Poland with Warsaw receiving mark. 
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Portfolio Manager 
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…The Soviets did not make it easy for the Poles to move out of the camps 
but by September of 1941 about 25,000 men had made their way en route to 
Buzuluk Kazakhstan where a Polish army was being formed. 

In March of 1942, the military camps along with nearby civilian camps moved 
to Krasnovodsk in Turkmenistan where they began an evacuation by sea to 
Pahlavi in Persia (present-day Iran). This involved 76,000 military personnel 
along with 36,000 civilians. In Persia and other parts of the Middle East the 
Polish Army continued training before eventually participating in the battles 
of Monte Cassino, Bologna and others in the Italian campaign. 

The civilian refugees remained for some time in Persia which was ill-equipped 
to look after them. Plans were put into place to move some of these refugees, 
to other camps located in India, East Africa, New Zealand and Mexico. Many 
of the camps ended up being in existence long after the war ended and many 
of the inhabitants of the camps chose not to return to Poland. One of the 
largest camps namely Valivade in India did not close until 1948. 

British Air Letter with 
a 1945 Polish Main 
Field Post 101 cancel. 
Bombay Octagonal C 
/ 13 and straight-line 
DHC / 462 censors; 
plus unknown round 
marking. Addressed 
to Jan Karzycki, 
Polish Refugee camp 
Valivade, India. 
 

With thanks to eBay 
sellers Paul Wright of 
“Aztec-collectables” 
& Gregorio Zuskis of 

“ercolegloriauk” for permitting us to use pictures of their items. 

Airmail letter from Anna Stolwinska, Polish Refugee Settlement Masindi Uganda 
to her husband Feliks at English Point Camp Nyali Mombasa, Kenya. 
The English Point Camp was a transit camp for Polish Refugees. 
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George Potopnyk 
Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club 

jpotopnyk@rogers.com 
 

Ukrainian Cossack in Vienna, Austria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ukrainian Cossacks Cache celebrating the 300th anniversary of the first 
Coffee-House ever established in Vienna. Which was a START of a new 
trend of drinking coffee that has extended its influence until present times. 

Cache honours the man known as the patriarch of the first coffee house in 
Vienna, Georg Franz Kolschitzky (1640 - 1694). He was born in Galicia, 
Western Ukraine and spent time with the Zaporozhian Cossacks in his youth, 
learned to speak Turkish, and became an interpreter. Later he was captured 
by the Turks and eventually made his way to Vienna. During the siege of 
Vienna, he was chosen for the perilous but vital task of getting news of the 
siege to the Hapsburg Emperor. Disguised as a Turkish trader he delivered 
the news to the proper authorities and returned with the glad tidings that help 
was on the way. Through his successful undertaking, he contributed to 
Vienna's liberation and as gratitude for this service, he received a license to 
open a coffee house in Vienna. He helped popularize the drinking of coffee 
in the city by adding milk & sugar, unlike bitter Turkish coffee, and made it 
a delicious & refreshing beverage, palatable to the Austrians & subsequently 
to other Europeans. In the painting, he is seen in fancy Ukrainian garb, 
greeting his customers. Erhard Steinhagen designed the cover and postmark 
(in 2 languages). The stamp is SC #709. 
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Scouts on Stamps 
Tony Manson 

tony.manson@sympatico.ca 
 

Robert Service (1874 - 1958) 
 

Robert spent his boyhood in Scotland before 
going to Duncan on Vancouver Island in 1896 
at the age of 22. He obtained a job with the 
Canadian Bank of Commerce in Victoria, B.C. 
in 1903 and was soon transferred to Kamloops 
and then to Whitehorse, Yukon in 1904. 

This was the start of his experiences and 
poems about the Yukon gold rush. The gold 
rush had started in 1898 and although its 
decline had begun by the time he arrived, there 
was still a lot of activity going on. 

He became known as the “Bard of the Yukon” 
because of the hundreds of poems he wrote 
about that era. The most notable poems were 

“The Shooting of Dan McGrew” and “The Cremation of Sam McGee”, 
written in 1906. On August 17, 1976, Canada Post issued a se-tenant pair of 
stamps on Canadian authors. One of 
them (SC#695) commemorates Robert 
Service’s poem “The Cremation of Sam 
McGee”. 

In 1912 Robert left for Europe, where 
he met and married Germaine Bourgoin 
a year later. From then on he maintained 
a residence in France, with many years 
in Paris, and later on in life, in Nice and 
Monte Carlo. However, he took 
extended tours (and residence) in places 
such as Tahiti, Hollywood and Russia. 
Many of these happened during the 
German occupation of France during 
World War II. 

In his “Stamp Collector” poem, the Paris background can be seen through 
his mention of things like “... the stamp bins on the Quais”, “... Monsieur 
Pons” and, of course, the amount of “francs” his purchases cost. It is also 
evident that he wrote this in his later life since he mentions “Hitler made war 
that day”. 
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Stamp Collector 
 

My worldly wealth I hoard in albums 

three, 

My life collection of rare postage 

stamps; 

My room is cold and bare as you can 

see, 

My coat is old and shabby as a 

tramp's; 

Yet more to me than balances in banks, 

My albums three are worth a million 

francs. 

 

I keep them in that box beside my bed, 

For who would dream such treasures it 

could hold; 

But every day I take them out and 

spread 

Each page, to gloat like miser o'er his 

gold: 

Dearer to me than could be child or 

wife, 

I would defend them with my very life. 

 

They are my very life, for every night 

over my catalogues I pore and pore; 

I recognize rare items with delight, 

Nothing I read but philatelic lore; 

And when some specimen of choice I 

buy, 

In all the world there's none more glad 

than I. 

 

Behold my gem, my British penny 

black; 

To pay its price I starved myself a year; 

And many a night my dinner I would 

lack, 

But when I bought it, oh, what radiant 

cheer! 

Hitler made war that day - I did not 

care, 

So long as my collection he would 

spare. 

 

Look - my triangular Cape of Good 

Hope. 

To purchase it I had to sell my car. 

Now in my pocket for some sous I grope 

To pay my omnibus when home is far, 

And I am cold and hungry and footsore, 

In haste to add some beauty to my 

store. 

 

This very day, ah, what a joy was mine, 

When in a dingy dealer's shop I found 

This franc vermillion, eighteen forty-

nine . . . 

How painfully my heart began to 

pound! 

(It's weak they say), I paid the modest 

price 

And tremblingly I vanished in a trice. 

 

But oh, my dream is that some day of 

days, 

I might discover a Mauritius blue, 

poking among the stamp-bins of the 

quais; 

Who knows! They say there are but two; 

Yet if a third one I should spy, 

I think - God help me! I should faint 

and die. . . . 

 

Poor Monsieur Pons, he's cold and 

dead, 

One of those stamp-collecting cranks. 

His garret held no crust of bread, 

But albums worth a million francs. 

on them his income he would spend, 

By philatelic frenzy driven: 

What did it profit in the end. . . 

You can't take stamps to Heaven. 
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9 a.m. to 4 p.m. FREE PARKING 

60 tables and over 20 dealers. STAMPS, postcards, 
Canadian and world COINS, RCM coins, gold & silver 

bullion, medals, tokens, banknotes and supplies. 

BUY, SELL, TRADE, APPRAISE. 

ADMISSION $5, UNDER 16 FREE 

JOHN PAUL II POLISH CULTURAL CENTRE 
4300 Cawthra Rd. (south of Hwy.403), 

Mississauga ON L4Z 1V8 
See www.troyakclub.com/show for details. 

DEALER CONTACT: 
Les Plonka (416)505-7999 or leszekp@rogers.com 

Visit our STORE www.troyakclub.com/store 
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Denzil Fernandes 
West Toronto Stamp Club 

fernandesdenzil11@gmail.com 
 

General Post Office – Bombay 
 Foreign Mail Service Postmarks 
 

The Journal of the India Study Circle Volume 4, No.4 (No.22) July/August 
1970 has an article titled Early Bombay Foreign Mail Cancellations by G C Danby 
with postmark illustrations provided by G C Horsman. Here it is stated that “…in 
1868 new postmark cancellors were brought into use for the Bombay Branch 
Offices and a small circle duplex with a numeral "1" was provided for the 
Bombay Head Office (General Post Office). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other cancels and variations. 

Large F above the DATE > 

< Ex(change) BOMBAY 

 
 

Variations in 
"OUTW" in a curve 
or straight line below 
BOMBAY 

Cover mailed: June 21, 1869. Received: July 22, 1869. Postage: 6 Annas 8 Pies. 
Triple strike of the double circle (duplex) cancellation of  21 JU 69 (June 21 1869), with 
the left circle showing “BOMBAY” CDS and the right circle showing a square box framing 
the numeral “1” (BOMBAY) with a diamond made up of 3 line triangles on all 4 sides. 
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Postal Covers Wanted  

Stamps: 
Government of India

 

Telegraph Stamps - 1881 Provisionals - for 1, 3 & 4 Anna only 
(like the image shown above) 

 

Contact - Denzil by email at 
fernandesdenzil11@gmail.com 

 
 



…Continued from page 19                          PhilaJournal-WN.77-Vol.XIX-No.3 

Page 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bombay G.P.O. featured on the above postcard is one of the wonderful 
constructions that show how proportion and symmetry were applied in 
architectural structures. The building symbolizes the beauty and 
magnificence of the Indo – Saracenic architecture style. Built between 1 
September 1904, and 13 March 1913. John Begg and George Wittet were the 
architects. 

Read an online article on the "Architecture Beyond Europe" website about 
Two Scottish architects, John Begg and George Wittet, who created some of 
the most famous of Bombay’s (now, Mumbai’s) landmarks, the Bombay 
GPO being one of them. https://journals.openedition.org/abe/5767 
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John Brown 
Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club 

brownkyllo@aol.com 
 

Tin Can - Canoe Mail from Niuafoʻou 

Niuafoʻou (meaning many new coconuts) Population of 
493 (2016) with an area of 15 km². The northernmost 
island in the kingdom of Tonga in the Pacific Ocean 

Since the early part of the 20th century, philatelists began seeking out postal 

cancellations from Niuafoʻou, a volcanic Tongan island. Since Niuafoʻou 
lacked a deep water harbour to accommodate ships, postal deliveries were 
received via the so-called "Tin Can Mail" system of having mail thrown 

overboard in tins (biscuit or 
kerosene) and retrieved by local 
swimmers. Tongans adopted the 
traditional fishing technique of 
using a buoyancy pole (a cut 
limbs from the native mulberry) 
called a fau, to swim out to 
visiting ships. Using the pole for 
support the swim could take 
several hours. 

This delivery and retrieval method was developed by an English trader named 
Charles Ramsey in the nineteenth century and later commercialized by a 
competitor, a German trader, Walter George Quensell, who began rubber-
stamping his outgoing mail with the message "Tin Can Mail." Plus decorated 
the mail with many colourful and elaborate hand stamps that today have 
become collectors' items. Quensell had Tin Can-Canoe Mail translated into 
many languages and had rubber stamps created in those languages. Many 
islanders were employed putting hand-stamps on the tens of thousands of 
covers, from passing cruise ships, which were sent by Tin Can Mail. Quensell 
told a friend that during his 27 years on the island, he had sent more than… 
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WANTED 
World Wide Covers – (old envelopes) 

Postal Stationary – Old Documents, 
Stamps – China and Early Hong Kong,  

World Wide Collections 
COVERS ONLY 

Peter Lim Swee Beng 
Tel: 416-417-1807   Email: 

cyberstamps@hotmail.com 

 

ITALY, Colonies, Vatican, San Marino 

and Order of Malta 
Buying, exchanging or selling philatelic items: stamps, 

covers, documents, revenues, Cinderellas, postcards, (Italy 

and Area) and non-Canadian squared circle postmarks! 

Buying and Selling Canada postage, any denomination. 

Contact Mattia at 647-990-4073 or 

stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca 

4120 Ridgeway Drive,  Unit 38 
Mississauga,  ON,  L5L 5S9 
Phone:  647-201-1929 
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…one and a half million letters to 148 nations and states. (ed. Numbers not 
verified since all his records were destroyed in a 1946 volcano eruption on the island.) 
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R P S C 
PHILATELIC RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION 
Collectors are encouraged to donate philatelic material to the RPSC 

Philatelic Research Foundation and receive a charitable donation 
receipt for the appraised Fair Market Value of the donation. 

 

We seek philatelic material valued from $500 or more. 
Donations can be postal history material, mint stamps, accumulations, 

country collections, bulk material or world-wide random collections. 
 

All material is appraised by a CSDA member. 
 

Funds and donations are used to educate young people by providing them with 
equipment, leadership, and materials. 

Assistance may also be provided for research activities & special 
programming. 

Cash donations are also welcome. 
 

Direct questions to Rodney Paige at rpaige444@gmail.com 
416-921-2073 or 905-687-0016 
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After a shark killed a Tongan swimmer in 1931, swimming was banned and 
canoes had to be used. Hence the hand stamp “TIN CAN – CANOE MAIL: 
ISLAND” is on this cover. 

Samples of the elaborate cache’s. The bottom one has a ship’s round stamp. 

In 1983, the Tongan government took over this practice, using special 

Niuafoʻou stamps, as well as, a small airport was built on the island. 

This is just a short version of a very elaborate and interesting postal history. 



SINCE 1962 

Specializing 

In Ontario Postal History 

& Postcards 
Your WANT LIST Welcomed 

Will TRADE Non-Ontario 

covers & cards for ONTARIO 

material 

R. F. (Hank) NARBONNE 

FPHSC, FRPSC, OTB 
 

613-257-5453 
1-800-247-5619 

 

GREENWOOD STAMP COMPANY 
 

 
 
 

136 Morphy Street 
Carleton Place, 

Ontario 
K7C 2B4 

VISIT OUR BOOTH 
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Greater Toronto Area Philatelic Alliance 

CLUB DIRECTORY & GTAPA DIRECTORS 
Clubs’ contacts do change, check www.gtapa.org for current information. 

DUE TO COVID-19, ALL IN-PERSON MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED.  
CHECK WITH CLUBS FOR VIRTUAL (ZOOM OR OTHER) MEETINGS. 

Ajax-Pickering Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #163 
Meets the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of each month, 5 to 9 pm at Ajax Public Library on 
Harwood Road South (south of the 401).  Free parking and wheelchair accessibility 

Don Beaumont 905-426-3612 donaldbeaumont@yahoo.com 
Paul Delongchamp 905-430-2942 paul_delongchamp@hotmail.com 

 

Bramalea Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #144 
Meets twice a month. On the 1st Sun. from 2 to 4 pm (October to June) and 

the 3rd Tue. from 7 to 9 pm (year-round) at Terry Miller Recreation Complex, 
Williams Parkway (between Dixie Rd and Bramalea Rd.), Brampton. 

Bob Thorne, FRPSC 905-792-3526 bobthorne70@gmail.com 
www.bramaleastampclub.org | Jerry Piotrowski: jerrypiotrowski74@hotmail.com 

Mike Lalonde: Mike17centCanadastamps@gmail.com 
 

Fenelon Falls Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #176 
Meets the 2nd Monday of each month (except Aug., Oct., and Dec.) at 7 pm in the 

Salvation Army Church, 42 Bond St. W. in Fenelon Falls (W. of Colbourne St.) 
Jim Breadner  jim_breadner@hotmail.com 

Yvan Racine  yvan_racine@yahoo.ca 
 

Georgian Bay Coin & Stamp Club    RPSC Chapter #168 

Wasaga Beach Chapter 

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the Prime Time 
Club, 1724 Mosley Street in Wasaga Beach 

President: Jeff Wilson 902-488-7149  jeffery.wilson001@gmail.com 
George Potopnyk 705-429-4948  jpotopnyk@rogers.com 
Club mailing address: 212-39 St. South, Wasaga Beach ON. L9Z 1S3 
Ian McRuer 705-445-8033   imcruer@gmail.com 

Midland Chapter 

Meets the 1st Tuesday of each month from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at the North Simcoe 
Sports & Recreation Centre, 527 Len Self Boulevard, Midland  

Bern Kramer 705-686-3830  bkramer@eastlink.ca 
 

Insurance & Banking Philatelic Society     RPSC Chapter #82 
Meets sporadically at Lionel Collier's residence. 

Show and Tell is usually the focus of our meetings 
Best to contact Josh Hodgson at 416.267-6749 for the next meeting date and time. 

Jorge Montalvo 416-222-0408 montalvozj2@gmail.com 
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CLUB DIRECTORY & GTAPA DIRECTORS 
DUE TO COVID-19, ALL IN-PERSON MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED.  

CHECK WITH CLUBS FOR VIRTUAL MEETINGS. 

Kawartha Stamp Club, The       RPSC Chapter #58 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Tuesday’s ea. Month. Spring/Summer/Fall 5:50 to 8:00 pm.  

Winter Noon to 2:30 pm at 270 Braidwood Avenue, Peterborough 
Alvin Gallay 705-741-1951  alvingallay@gmail.com 
Mark Armstrong  msaphilatelicstudio@msn.com 

http://www.rpsc.org/chapters/kawartha/program.htm 
 

Markham Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #252 
Meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday at the Markham Village Community Centre, 

6041 Hwy 7 (S-E corner of Hwy 7 and Markham Rd) from 10 am – 12 pm 
Communications Director: Klaus Hintz sojourner2@rogers.com 

Bob Henderson (President) bob.superrover@gmail.com 
markhamstampclub@gmail.com 

 

Mississauga Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter #67 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month, 7 to 9 pm, Christ Church United, 
1700 Mazo Cr, Mississauga (1 block E of Clarkson Rd & 1 block S of Truscott) 

Ernest Ockenden 905-822-9363  etypeprinter@gmail.com 
 

Muskoka Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #216 
Meets the 1st Wednesday at 7:30 to 9:00 pm in Bracebridge Public School on 

90 McMurray St., Bracebridge (except July & August – contact Larry). 
Larry Matthews 705-645-7527 muskokapost@gmail.com 

 

North Toronto Stamp Club        RPSC Chapter #5 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month (except July, Aug, and Dec) at 

Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, 1585 Yonge Street 
Members begin arriving between 6:30 and 7:00 pm 

Les Selby (President)   ntsc.president@gmail.com 
Mattia Guida 647-990-4073  ntsc.programchair@gmail.com 

 

North York Philatelic Society 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month Sept to June from 6:00 to 9:00 pm 

at the Skaters’ Lounge at the Carnegie Centennial Arena, 580 Finch Avenue 
Harvey Shuter 416-222-3408 333philex333@gmail.com 

https://sites.google.com/site/northyorkphilatelicsociety/ 
 

Oshawa/Whitby/Brooklin Stamp Groups   RPSC Chapter #230 
www.oshawawhitby-stamp-club.com 

Oshawa: Fri. 10:15 to 12:15. Legends Comm. Centre 1661 Harmony Rd. N. 
Larry Friend 905-666-7696, lfriend@sympatico.ca | Whitby: Mondays 9:00 to 
11:30 am. Whitby Seniors Building, 801 Brock St. Jim Stevenson 905-576-4449 | 

Brooklin: Tue. 5:00 to 8:00 pm. Brooklin Comm. Centre, 8 Vipond Rd. 
David Best 905-263-2216, davidbest1953@gmail.com 
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CLUB DIRECTORY & GTAPA DIRECTORS 
DUE TO COVID-19, ALL IN-PERSON MEETINGS ARE CANCELLED.  

CHECK WITH CLUBS FOR VIRTUAL MEETINGS. 

Polish-Canadian Coin & Stamp Club “Troyak”  RPSC Ch. #240 
Meets on the last Sunday of each month, except holidays, at 4:30 pm 
John Paul II Polish Cultural Centre, 4300 Cawthra Rd., Mississauga 

Tom Malicki 905-281-0000, tom.malicki@gmail.com | Robert Owczarz 
robertow05@gmail.com | info@troyakclub.com | www.troyakclub.com 

Scarborough Stamp Club     RPSC Chapter #223 
Meets 3rd Tue. each month (except July & August) at Cedarbrook Comm. Centre, 

RM 1 & 2 on main floor.  91 East Park Blvd. (near Markham and Lawrence). 
Doug Cockburn 4l6-757-4072;   Ron Dell’Agnese   rdellagnese@rogers.com 

 

Scouts on Stamps Society International   RPSC Chapter #242 

SOSSI, Maple Leaf Chapter 
Meets via Zoom at 2 pm on the third Sunday of the month. 

GTAPA members are welcome, email Brian Booton at briangbooton@rogers.com 
Tony Manson 416-447-4281  tony.manson@sympatico.ca. 

 

Toronto Stamp Collectors’ Club    RPSC Chapter #238 
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of every month (except July and Aug) at 

the V.G.Greene Foundation, 10 Summerhill Avenue. 
Members gather at 6:30 pm for a program commencing at 7:00 pm 

Mike Graf 416-534-6936  graf20003@yahoo.ca 
 

Trenton Stamp Club        RPSC Chapter #89 
Meets on 1st & 3rd Wednesdays, monthly 6:30 to 8:30 pm at 

105 Seniors Centre, 61 Bay St., Trenton. 
Peter Koenig 905-373-0806  peter.koenig@sympatico.ca 

Bill Ferguson 613-398-1152  wilabetgg@gmail.com 
 

Ukrainian Collectibles Society (Toronto)   RPSC Chapter #228 
Chapter of the Ukrainian Philatelic and Numismatic Society 

Meets on the 1st Monday of every month at 7 pm (except July and August) at 
Taras Shevchenko Ukrainian Centre, 482 Horner Avenue, Etobicoke 

Jerry Kalyn 416-251-6898  ucst@upns.org 
 

West Toronto Stamp Club       RPSC Chapter #14 
Meets on the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays from Sept to June at 7:00 pm in 

Fairfield Senior Centre, 60 Lothian Avenue, Etobicoke 
1st Tue. is the Learning Workshop | 3rd Tue. is the Discussion Group 

Regular meetings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays feature auctions. 
Sid Mensinga 416-621-9137  sidmensinga@gmail.com 

Garfield Portch, FRPSC 416-239-0623 garfield.portch@gmail.com 
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WANTED Map stamp covers 
DATED 

Dec.18, 1898, and Dec.22, 1898 
& 

15 Cent Large Queen PRECANCEL 
(any type) used on the cover, wrapper or 

piece.    Email: lawpin@rogers.com 

 

 

CHILDREN’S STAMP CAMPS 
Donations of stamps, albums, stock books, journals needed 

Mark Armstrong P.O. Box 7 Manilla, ON, K0M 2J0 

Call 705-357-3487  msaphilatelicstudio@msn.com 

 

 

WANTED 

Older Ontario Agriculture College Covers after it became OAC. 

It originated in the Toronto Normal School in the Laboratories. 

It tied into the U of G in 1964 - could be a few covers with the U of T. 

Please contact David at davidbest1953@gmail.com  

 

WANTED: 
Any reasonably priced Philatelic material on 

Amelia Earhart for a display. 
George Potopnyk @ 705-429-4948 or 

jpotopnyk@rogers.com  

 

Zeppelin Stamps and Literature Wanted 
Buying worldwide zeppelin stamps and philatelic literature 

on zeppelins. 
Seeking 2003 copy of Michel Specialized Zeppelin 

Catalogue.  Printed in English. 
Oliver Pastinak at opastinak@cogeco.ca or 705.749.0454 

OLYMPIC COLLECTIONS 
WANTED 

Buy, Sell, Trade Olympic Stamps 

and Souvenir Sheets… 
 

Contact Bruce at  scaleback9@gmail.com 
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Few simple rules: Each Ad will be published in 4 consecutive issues, marked by (#), and 
then removed unless the owner requests continuation for additional 4 issues. To keep the ads 
interesting I suggest updating them based on feedback received. Each club member can put 
in up to 5 ads per issue. No professional dealers, please. Ads will be printed as received. 
Maximum 5 lines. No colour, bold font, pictures or other fancy stuff. 

Please send your ads to the Editor at philajournal@gmail.com. 

WANTED: A picture or a scan of the Air Marshal William Avery (Billy) 
Bishop’s signature. It should be from an authentic military document, not 
from an “autographed book” or an “air letter”. 

Contact: infofortm@gmail.com           (2) 

WANTED: Information and artifacts about Eugene Lewicki, a philatelic 
forger from Toronto. 

Contact: infofortm@gmail.com           (2) 

WANTED: Information and artifacts about Andre Frodel, a philatelic 
forger from West Coast. 

Contact: infofortm@gmail.com           (2) 

eBay SELLER: I am a member of the North Toronto, West Toronto and 
Markham stamp clubs. Please see my eBay lots. I am selling worldwide 
covers, postcards and stamps at very competitive prices. You can find my 
items for sale at https://www.ebay.ca/usr/stampseurope         (2) 

FOR SALE: “The Postage stamps of Switzerland 1843-1862”- P. 
Mirabaud and Alex de Reuterskiold - a superb reference for the Swiss 
specialist. Hardcover with dustjacket Quarterman Publications Inc. 1975 - 
Price $20 or best offer. Contact Sid at sidmensinga@gmail.com        (2) 

FOR SALE: “Canada Post Offices 1755/1895” - Frank W. Campbell - an 
invaluable reference for the serious Canadian Collector – Quarterman 
Publications Inc. 1972 – $25 or best offer. 

Contact Sid at sidmensinga@gmail.com            (2) 

FOR SALE: “The Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada” – 
Winthrop S. Boggs - a classic (out of print) reference for the serious 
Canadian collector - Hardcover with dustjacket Quarterman Publications 
Inc.  1974 - Price $35 or best offer. 

Contact Sid at sidmensinga@gmail.com            (2) 

DO NOT FORGET TO INFORM THE EDITOR TO REMOVE YOUR AD WHEN THE ITEM SELLS. 
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WANTED: Will BUY @ 10c each, stamps from Yugoslavia, Romania 
Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria & Hungary. Please e-mail if you have a surplus 
in your traders for my want list. Better than sitting in your basement 
gathering dust. George Potopnyk jpotopnyk@rogers.com         (3) 

FOR SALE: Boy Scout and Girl Guide stamps and covers plus some 
religious-themed stamps. I also have Canadian machine slogan cancels 
either on the envelope or cut squares for sale. 

Contact: Alex Hadden email: alex-hadden@shaw.ca        (3) 

eBay SELLER: I am a member of the Troyak Stamp & Coin Club. Please 
see my eBay lots.  Offering worldwide stamps at very low starting prices. 
https://www.ebay.ca/usr/borowski503           (3) 

FOR SALE: “Fischer 2020 Vol.1 Polish Stamps Catalogue” – Pre-stamp era 
to 2019 with Introduction in German and English. Includes all known 
varieties, not found in Michel or Scott. Delivery or pick-up is available. 

Reduced from $50 to $35 for quick sale. Contact polwiz@gmail.com    (1) 

FOR SALE: “Polish Specialized Stamp Catalogue”. Fischer Vol.2 (2016), This 
is the LATEST issue. Sold out in Poland. Military posts, POWs, locals, 
Gdansk & Danzig, Airmails, Plebistites, GG and more… Introduction in 
German & English. Delivery or pick-up. Reduced from $80 to $50. 

Contact polwiz@gmail.com            (1) 

FOR SALE: “Polish Postal & Commemorative Service in G.B. 1941 – 2003” 
Catalogue by A.J.M.Tutak(†). This is the ONLY reference written on the 
subject of Polish postal items issued in Great Britain. 260 pages. 

Reduced from $50 to $30. Contact polwiz@gmail.com        (1) 

FREE to a good home. FIVE exhibit frames for 16-page exhibits. A must 
for those exhibiting or a Club. Frames are 38"W by 49"H. No legs and a 
couple of plexiglass sheets are missing. Prefer that you pick up; located in 
Mississauga (Dundas & Mavis). Contact polwiz@gmail.com       (4) 

FOR SALE or TRADE: ATTN. WINSTON CHURCHILL 
COLLECTORS, I HAVE A LARGE STOCK OF W.C. STAMPS; ALL 
MINT N.H.  E-MAIL  jpotopnyk@rogers.com          (3) 

DO NOT FORGET TO INFORM THE EDITOR TO REMOVE YOUR AD WHEN THE ITEM SELLS. 
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eBay SELLER: I am a member of the Troyak Stamp & Coin Club. Please 
come and see my eBay lots.  Offering worldwide stamps at very low 
starting prices. https://www.ebay.ca/usr/uxchamp         (3) 

eBay SELLER: I am a member of the Troyak Stamp & Coin Club. Please 
come and see my eBay lots.  Offering worldwide stamps at very low 
starting prices. https://www.ebay.ca/usr/stamps411         (3) 

FOR SALE: Attn. Ethiopia Collectors…I have an ample stock of 
Ethiopian F.D.C's, both used and with cancellations but not used, from 
the late ‘60s to the late ‘70s. Willing to trade for other material. 

Please email George Potopnyk at jpotopnyk@rogers.com         (2) 

WANTED: New Imperial album (Vol.1) for Great Britain, the British 
Empire, Egypt and Iraq (from 1840 to 1936) by Stanley Gibbons or 
similar. I have Vol.2, red bound 2" album, it starts with Mauritius. 

Contact: imcruer@gmail.com           (3) 

FOR SALE: Canada Postage, any denomination. One advanced collection 
of Italy, one of Vatican and one of the SMOM, Order of Malta 

Contact: Mattia Guida - stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca          (3) 

WANTED: Italian squared circles, Italy, Vatican and San Marino and 
Venetia FDC's. Pre-WW2 Italian postcards were used and unused. 

Contact: Mattia Guida - stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca          (3) 

WANTED: CANADA MINT POSTAGE, ANY QUANTITY. 

Contact: Mattia Guida - stampsofitaly@yahoo.ca          (2) 

CANADIAN STAMP CLUB wishes to TWIN with a FOREIGN stamp 
club in order to trade stamps, postal history, exchange information, 
collaborate on projects. 

Contact George - jpotopnyk@rogers.com      (inf.) 

 

Many empty spaces waiting for your ads…FREE 

 

DO NOT FORGET TO INFORM THE EDITOR TO REMOVE YOUR AD WHEN THE ITEM SELLS. 



 

  



 

  


